
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Making a difference... 

Dear Friends of the Rhode Island SPCA, 

The Holiday Season is upon us once again and many worthy organizations will be asking you for your support. Many of the stories 
you read will touch your hearts, appealing to your sense of compassion. It is unfortunate in today’s society that despite man’s hu-
manity; impertinence, insensitivity and cruelty are still a part of his being. The story below is just one of the many we have been in-
volved with this past year. At the Rhode Island SPCA, we see many sad situations on a daily basis where pets are in desperate need 
of medical attention, a safe haven to rest their heads or to hear the kind words, “good dog” and receive a pat on the head by a staff 
member. There are always those stories that have a lasting effect and remind us that a star shines even in the darkest of nights. The 
story about Moses is one of those stories. Despite what he endured, he brought together an army of concerned people who vowed 
to make a difference in his memory. There are many ways of giving and the RISPCA is forever grateful to each of you for your gener-
osity and continued support. Our trust is that you will continue to support us so that hope is possible and lives are saved and pro-
tected….The RISPCA family wishes all of you Joy, Prosperity and Good Health during this Holiday Season… 

 Sincerely, 
 

 E.J. Finocchio, D.V.M. 
 President, Rhode Island SPCA 

P.S.  Alone there is little we can do, but together there is nothing we cannot do. 

Moses: The dog who made a difference…  

This is not so much a story about Moses, an aged Rhodesian Ridgeback in the deep winter of his life who was allegedly neglected by 
his owner, but a story about how he inspired people to come together to rally for justice for all animals who have been abused and 
neglected by their owners. Moses had lived a very comfortable life with his previous two owners but circumstances required them 
to relinquish Moses to his present caretaker. Unfortunately, his last few years were plagued by the infirmities of old age and disease 
which were not addressed by a responsible owner as they should have been.  

The story began when a neighbor saw Moses in his yard and was so disturbed by his emaciated appearance that she contacted the 
Animal Control Officer in her town. The officer who responded was equally concerned and asked the owner why the dog was in such 
deplorable condition. The owner’s response was that the dog was recently found in poor condition and abandoned in a parking lot 
by a personal acquaintance and was brought to his home for rehabilitation. Without hesitation the owner agreed to have the Animal 
Control Officer transport Moses to the RISPCA for an examination. 
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YES, I want to help support the Rhode Island SPCA’s life saving mission! To help rescued animals and stop animal abuse, I will 
support the Rhode Island SPCA with a gift of: 
 
 $25 $50 $100   $250     $500       Other $________ 
 
  My check, made payable to the ‘RISPCA,’ is enclosed. 
 

 

Visit www.rispca.com to make your secure gift online.  

If you work for a company that matches its employees’ charitable gifts, please obtain a matching gift form and return it with your contribution.   

Please return this form and your contribution today in the envelope provided. 
 Your contribution to the Rhode Island SPCA is tax deductible. Thank you! 

You are their voice. Please join us today. 



Upon arrival, the Animal Control Officer opened the rear door to his panel truck and I viewed the living skeleton of a dog that had 
to be carried out and placed on the ground. He hardly had the strength to stand and words would be difficult to find to portray the 
look on his face. It was the look of hopelessness and hope all at the same time. The hopelessness was if he had remained with his 
owner he most likely would have died a slow, agonizing death as a result of chronic kidney failure which had caused his emaciated 
state by robbing his body of the nutrition he was being fed. The hope on his face was that after a long period of suffering and ne-
glect he finally found peace at the RISPCA and a safe passage across Rainbow Bridge.  

Moses wasn’t abandoned; it was a story fabricated by his owner and an acquaintance in hopes he would not get in trouble with the 
law due to his failure to seek medical help for his faithful pet. Had it not been for the neighbor’s intervention, there would not be a 
story to tell, for no one would have known how Moses spent his last moments. If there is solace to the story, Moses was put to rest 
surrounded by compassionate and caring people and he might have shown his appreciation by a slight wiggle of his tail.  

Stories like this should never have to be told because there is help for pets like Moses who are in desperate need of care. Should 
their owners fail to provide or seek that help for whatever reason, they should be held accountable for their neglect. Sadly, there 
comes a time when a pet’s tomorrows will no longer be better than their todays and the ravages of old age and illness deprives 
them of a quality life. They come to us emaciated, unable to walk, disheveled and gravely ill, but supposedly still loved by their own-
ers. They say love is blind and when I see these tortured bodies, I often wonder if that is true.  

Letting go is very difficult, but so very necessary despite knowing firsthand the heartache it causes. Seeing the gradual deterioration 
of a pet’s condition and refusing to acknowledge or address the problem is literally a cruel and selfish act and possibly punishable 
by law if the animal exhibited pain and suffering. This may sound insensitive to you as a pet owner, but far more unpleasant to 
those who see the results of the neglect. Believe it or not what matters to your pet is the quality of life, not the length of life and 
they hold you responsible to see that you honor their wish. The unconditional love, companionship and friendship they give us for 
years should be rewarded with a peaceful and dignified ending without suffering. There 
will always be the feeling of unwarranted guilt even if you do the right thing, but should 
you be negligent as was the owner of Moses; the guilt will haunt you. 

Unfortunately, the court system has also failed these pets who have endured abuse and 
neglect at their owner’s hands by their failure to impose penalties written in the law in 
hopes of sending a message that justice will be served. As a society, we will not tolerate 
this kind of inhumanity to our companion animals without consequences. Since the si-
lent voices of the animals cannot be heard, we need to speak for them and the good 
news is that we are not only speaking, but we are shouting and our voices are going to 
be heard loud and clear.  An army of people have come together as a result of Moses’ 
story acting as one with the sole purpose of making change for the better. We are asking 
the courts to impose just penalties to those who commit crimes of animal cruelty and 
deviate from the lenient sentences of the past. We are also asking that any act, whether 
intentional or not, which results directly or indirectly in the death of the animal from 
negligence by its caretaker be considered a felony by the courts. Over the past few 
months thousands of concerned citizens have signed petitions seeking these changes. 
With your continued support of the RISPCA and the inspiration instilled in us by Moses’ 
plight, I am sure that change will take place and that his story will have encouraged us to 
make a difference.  
 
As of this writing over 7,000 concerned citizens have signed the petition. The case is still in litigation and the defendant is innocent until proven guilty by our judicial system. 

 
 

Rhode Island SPCA’s 14th Annual “Hearts & Paws” Pasta Dinner 
Friday, April 1, 2016 

6:00pm - 9:00pm 
North Phillips Street Hall, East Providence 

  
▪   Dinner ▪  Dessert  ▪  Cash Bar  ▪  Raffle  ▪  Live and Silent Auctions  ▪    

 

Tickets go on sale January 1, 2016—$15 each 
 

Donations are needed for our auctions and raffles. Contact us at (401) 438-8150 or development@rispca.com for more information. 
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I ___________________________ living at ___________________________________________ 
petition the Rhode Island courts to impose stricter penalties to individuals who are convicted or 
plead nolo contendere to a crime of animal cruelty.... 
 
___________________________ 
(signature) 
 
 
Please sign and return with or without a donation... 


