
 

Dear Friends of the Rhode Island SPCA, 

The Holiday Season is approaching once again and there are many commendable non-profit organizations that will be asking 
for your support. Stories about helping those less fortunate is something that never seems to vanish.  Helping pets in desper-
ate need of medical attention, seeking safe haven at our shelter until they find their forever home, protecting the abuse and 
neglected and dealing with the tragic human events that cause pets to be separated from their owners because of financial 
hardship is a much too common occurrence at the Society. It is only through your support that we are able to address these 
issues so that hope is restored and lives are saved. Our hope is that you will continue to help us carry out our mission. The 
RISPCA family wishes all of you Joy,  Prosperity and Good Health during this Holiday and Christmas Season. 

 Sincerely, 
 

 E.J. Finocchio, D.V.M. 
 President, Rhode Island SPCA 

P.S.  Alone there is little we can do, but together there is nothing we cannot do. 

Title... 

This is a story about the power of pets and their ability to help 
and even save our lives. We want to thank Mario for allowing us 
to tell his personal story. It is a story about being  knocked 
down in the boxing ring of life time after time and how a kitten 
named Adrian helped him get back up. Mario is 53 years old and 
suffers from double kidney failure as a result of cancer. He 
spends five hours, three days a week at a dialysis center so that 
he lives. He receives a paltry amount of financial assistance 
which falls well below the poverty level. Mario lives with Adrian, 
a four month old Tabby kitten and Rocky, a 1 ½ year old black 
and white Tuxedo cat. Like many other elderly, disabled, ill and 
financially burdened pet owners, Mario has little disposable 
income to have an active social life and finds enjoyment in life 
with his pets. These pets provide companionship and give un-
conditional love to their owners regardless of their plight in life.  

On September 29th while playing with Rocky, Adrian fell from a table and injured her right hind leg which caused her to limp 
and not bear any weight on the leg. Mario knew something was wrong and needed to have Adrian looked at by a veterinarian. 
He was close to exhausting his monthly check and was informed by the veterinary office that he needed cash up front to have 
Adrian treated. This was not possible. Mario had visited the RISPCA in the past to have Rocky neutered and decided to ask for 
help one more time. He came to the RISPCA unannounced on Sept 29th with Adrian in hopes we could help him. Once exam-
ined it was quite evident that Adrian had fractured her right hind femur.  

Due to Mario’s personal and financial situation we offered to help. We made a phone call to a veterinarian who has helped us 
with hundreds of similar cases and he once agreed to help. A RISPCA staff member transported Adrian to the hospital where x-
rays were taken that confirmed the initial diagnosis of a fractured femur. We had two choices, amputate the leg or stabilize 
the fracture by inserting a pin to align the fractured pieces. Mario became very distraught at the news and broke down in 
tears. He feared the worse and stated that Adrian meant the world to him. Fortunately for Mario and Adrian; a veterinarian 
who wishes to remain anonymous and the Marvin Fund at the RISPCA which was established over 12 years ago to assist hun-
dreds of pet owner’s in Mario position keep their pets so that the animal/human bond remains intact.    
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YES, I want to help support the Rhode Island SPCA’s life saving mission! To help rescued animals and stop animal abuse, I will 
support the Rhode Island SPCA with a gift of: 
 
 $25 $50 $100   $250     $500       Other $________ 
 

  My check, made payable to the ‘RISPCA,’ is enclosed. 
 

 

 

Visit www.rispca.com to make your secure gift online.  

If you work for a company that matches its employees’ charitable gifts, please obtain a matching gift form and return it with your contribution.   

Please return this form and your contribution today in the envelope provided. 
 Your contribution to the Rhode Island SPCA is tax deductible. Thank you! 

You are their voice. Please join us today. 



Our lives are enriched by many things, pets being one. Imagine for a moment, loneliness, illness, disability, homelessness or 
being in the winter of your life and your only companion is a pet. Unfortunately that is the situation we are faced with on a 
daily basis at the RISPCA. These are the punches that knock people down many times through no fault of their own. Our mis-
sion at the RISPCA is to provide safe haven for unwanted pets, help ill and injured pets with medical attention, find forever 
homes for them and preserve the animal /human bond when possible.  

People like Mario and pets like Adrian are able to get back up from being knocked down because your continued support to 
the RISPCA is the bell that saved them from being knocked out. We believe that standing by and doing nothing portrays a 
feeling of being overwhelmed and powerless. Getting involved gives one the sense of hope and accomplishment that comes 
from knowing you are striving to make things better. The RISPCA is proud and thankful to have you in our corner as we con-
tinue to fight for those who can help themselves or speak for themselves. 

  
As of this writing, Adrian is back home with Mario and doing well. She was scheduled to have the pin removed 4 weeks after surgery. A special thanks 
to the wonderful veterinarian who has helped us help others over the years. 

 

 
 

Rhode Island SPCA’s 15th Annual “Hearts & Paws” Pasta Dinner 
March 24, 2017 

6:00pm - 9:00pm 
North Phillips Street Hall, East Providence 

  

▪   Dinner ▪  Dessert  ▪  Cash Bar  ▪  Raffle  ▪  Live and Silent Auctions  ▪    
 

Tickets go on sale January 1, 2017—$15 each 
 

Donations are needed for our auctions and raffles. Contact us at (401) 438-8150 or development@rispca.com for more information. 
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Fractured femur 

Surgical repair 


