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They say time heals all things and that miracles do happen. The story of Indi made a believer of us at the RISPCA. On July 4, 2011 a 
small emaciated dog was abandoned at our shelter.  Unable to walk due to his own matted fur that encased his severely injured 
limbs, Indi was left to die. Had it not been for a Good Samaritan that happened to stop by the shelter that day, he may have per-
ished. Due to the holiday the staff had left so she summoned the East Providence Police who contacted us and Indi’s journey be-
gan. His leg wounds were so bad that the flesh was missing, exposing his bones. It was impossible to physically straighten out his 
hind legs because they had been flexed in a fixed position for months due to his confinement in a small crate. His story made local 
and national news and people from around the world sent best wishes for his recovery. After months of intense physical therapy 
he improved slightly but was never able to stand or walk on his own until recently. The doctors told us he would never walk again 
without assistance but the person who asked if she could foster him on a permanent basis said he would walk one day. We have 
followed Indi for the past 5 years and he visited us on January 21, 2016 and she was right—Indi can walk and even run. He chases 
squirrels in the back yard, lives with a feline friend and is enjoying life to the fullest. Joan, who cares for Indi, is truly a saint and 
maybe this is why a miracle has happened and we can all rejoice in celebrating his independence to walk once again. Indi’s story is 
one of never giving up hope regardless of how dark the future may hold for us.   

To view Indi’s “Road to Recovery” video and video of his recent visit to the Rhode Island SPCA, visit: www.rispca.com/indi 

IndiIndiIndi    

The stories in this edition of our Newsletter are about pets that have been abused, neglected, injured, sick, unwanted, aban-
doned or aged. All of their stories are a testament to the fact that one should never give up hope. The RISPCA is an open admis-
sion shelter meaning our doors are open to all regardless of their condition so long as we have space to give them a safe haven. 
We are fortunate to have people who support our cause in sheltering the abused and neglected, mending the sick and injured 
and to those who open their hearts and homes to the aged and unwanted. All of the stories have happy endings because of your 
continued support in helping those who cannot help themselves.  
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JazJazJaz   
Some people never cease to amaze us on both ends of the spectrum. It is hard to under-
stand how one could relinquish a lifelong pet for petty reasons and on the other hand a 
person who would open their home to an aged dog with medical issues. Such is the case 
with Jaz, relinquished to the RISPCA at the age of 13. Jaz was owned by only one family 
and came from a loving home into a shelter in one day, a very drastic change especially 
for an older dog. Playing the odds, Jaz didn’t stand a good chance of being adopted and 
most likely would not have tolerated living in a shelter for an extended period of time. It 
would have been sad to see Jaz or any other senior dog spend the rest of what life they 
had left in a shelter environment. Luckily for Jaz her stay at the shelter was only 9 days. 
Jen, a donor at the RISPCA, stopped by the shelter to drop off some donations and a 
match was inadvertently made when she took a detour to visit the dogs in the kennel. 
As for what happened during that little side trip, Jen can tell you in her own words the 
rest of the story. 

“May 2012 was just another ordinary month.  That is, until I went to the RISPCA to 
drop off some donations and my life forever changed – I found the newest member of 
my family.  Jaz was recently placed at the RISPCA at the age of 13.  The moment I saw 
her and looked into her emotion filled eyes, I knew she still had a lot of life in her and 
she belonged in my family.  So, one week later, the arrangements were made to take 
Jaz home with me! 

Jaz is now 17 years young and is living her golden years as happy as she can be.  She goes for daily walks, plays with her 
younger canine siblings and occasionally even goes to daycare to hang around with the regulars.  And even though she can’t 
hear well and her eyesight is going, she never misses an opportunity to chase the squirrels out of the yard.” 
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Low Cost Veterinary ClinicLow Cost Veterinary ClinicLow Cost Veterinary Clinic 

The RI Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (RISPCA) is pleased to announce its partnership with the RI Veterinary 
Medical Association Companion Animal Foundation (RIVMA CAF). The two organizations have worked together to establish a full 
service, low cost veterinary clinic. Pet owners who demonstrate income eligibility and/or current participation in a State or Fed-
eral benefit program will be able to access care for their pets.    

This facility will be located at 40 Amaral Street in East Providence and initially operate three days a week. The clinic will be fully 
staffed with an experienced veterinarian and experienced veterinary technicians.  

We are very excited about this historic partnership of a major animal welfare organization with a state veterinary medical asso-
ciation! A significant number of clients will now be able to get the quality veterinary care for their beloved pets that were not 
possible in the past. More information will be available in the very near future. We are looking forward to a late April or early 
May grand opening. The RI veterinary community and RISPCA should be applauded for their commitment to provide this service 
to RI pet owners.   



Max the TeguMax the TeguMax the Tegu      

Unfortunately, we see far too many exotic animals relin-
quished to the RISPCA for various reasons. These beautiful 
creatures have very special requirements, many of which 
are not fully met in captivity. They belong in their natural 
habitat or facilities that can provide the proper care for 
them and give them an environment that closely mimics 
what nature intended for them. Pet stores are contributors 
to the ill fate of these animals. On October 15, 2010 nine 
reptiles were surrendered to the RISPCA by a private owner 
who could no longer afford their care. Among them was a 3.5 foot black and white male Argentine Tegu. Quickly dubbed “Max” 
because of his size he had already been owned by four different people. Upon examination it was quite evident that he had not 
been well cared for. He was thin and his scales were dull in appearance and he had a large scar running along the entire length of 
his back, probably a souvenir from a poorly constructed homemade cage. Some sources estimate that as many as 90% of exotic 
reptiles who enter the pet trade succumb within one year due to improper care. Finding a suitable home for an animal like a 
Tegu can prove to be difficult. We are fortunate to have in Rhode Island, Roger Williams Park Zoo. Max caught the eye of the 
zoo’s education staff when they came to visit the shelter. The zoo personnel was very interested in adding Max to their menag-
erie but he had to pass a battery of tests in order to gain admittance into the reptile quarters of the zoo. Blood samples were 
taken along with specific swab samples to determine if Max had any underlying transmissible conditions.  The results returned 
negative and Max was officially adopted by the zoo. 

“As a member of our Education Department, Max visits schools as part of our 
Zoomobile program and engages the public on Zoo grounds.  So far in 2015, 
Max has made over 1,800 new friends, inspiring and educating each and every 
one.  On nice days, Max can be seen sunning himself on the grass or on daily 
walks through the zoo.  During the cold weather, he has indoor free play time 
in the Sophie Danforth building where he resides.  He enjoys his weekly soaks, 
being misted, as well as interacting with his keepers who also give him special 
treats.  Max is not on exhibit but he may be seen during education programs 
and as part of our summer shows.  He is certainly beloved and is enjoying his 
forever home at Roger Williams Park Zoo!” 

AliceAliceAlice    
At the RISPCA, mere mention of the words “fat cat” will evoke memories of Alice the 
cat. Alice was an 8 year old female relinquished to us in the winter of 2007 because her 
owners could no longer take care of her. There was a more concerning problem in that 
Alice could not take care of herself. She could not clean herself, walk more than few 
steps without literally collapsing from fatigue or jump up on a couch or windowsill to 
look out. Her quality of life was very sad, all because Alice weighed 27 pounds. Alice 
would need special care and a supervised diet and exercise program to regain a quality 
of life. Jacqueline, one of our employees, 
bonded with Alice and became her dietician 
and fitness coach. Over the course of 6 
months, Alice tipped the scales at 13 pounds 
losing over 50% of her body weight. It was 
time for Alice to be put up for adoption. You 
guessed it, Jacqueline adopted Alice and they 

both relocated in Missouri. We recently were in touch with Jacqueline and she in-
formed us that Alice is now 15 years old and has maintained her weight over the past 
7 years. She has slowed down a bit but still loves sitting on the windowsill watching 
the world go by. She certainly has lived the life of a “FAT CAT” under Jacqueline’s care. 

2007 

2015 



Roo Roo Roo    
On September 5, 2014 a timid dog with massive skull and neck swelling and unable to bear any 
weight on his right hind leg was brought to the RISPCA. His head swelling was so extensive that it 
was difficult to see his eyes. X-rays revealed a badly fractured femur. On the same day, a complaint 
of hearing a male voice yelling followed by the cries of a dog in distress was received from a tenant 
living in the same house. After a complicated series of events and a fabricated story by the owner 
that he saw a dog get hit by an automobile and brought to the animal control center in his town, 
further investigation proved he was the owner of the dog and allegedly severely injured the dog in 
his apartment. Due to the severity of the injuries, the expense to treat him and the likelihood of 
faces animal cruelty charges, he relinquished the dog to the RISPCA. The case is in litigation.  

Being a young, intact male Pit Bull from an inner city and raised the wrong way did not bode well 
for a promising future for the dog who became known as Roo. Due to the severity of his fracture, 
his hind leg had to be amputated which we felt would also be detrimental in finding him a home. 
That all changed on October 29, 2014 when Tom & Judy called the RISPCA looking to adopt a dog. 
Despite his unkind history, his breed and his disability, Roo was adopted on October 29, 2014. Af-
ter his amputation he hopped around like a Kangaroo and was renamed Roo.  
 
This is what Judy and Tom have to say about Roo: “Just thinking about him brings Sunshine to my 
day, and then I see him and my heart sings! He is my joy, he is every blessing I could ask for 
rolled up into one very VERY special little dog! He is the first thing I see in the morning and the 
very last at night...he is my constant companion, my best friend. He is so intuitive, he knows 
what I'm feeling before I do. He responds to my emotions with so much love ...if I'm sad he can-
not get close enough and looks at me with those intense yellow eyes of his, he let's me see into 
HIS soul. Roo is the happiest, most incredibly playful, loving, compassionate "Little Man" that 
God ever lent us to care for....he is an absolute joy! Tom and I cannot ever thank you enough for 
the privilege and honor of allowing us this magical, extremely special, wonderful little dog  to 
call our own....thank you and the entire RISPCA for saving our Little Roo and giving him a second 
chance :)” 

Sweet Pea Sweet Pea Sweet Pea  

I wrote in a past newsletter about a dog named Sweet Pea owned by a homeless person who 
had to part with her dog because of many reasons, one being Sweet Pea’s looming future due to 
a serious medical issue. Parting was far from being sweet and there was an abundance of sor-
row. Sweet Pea had been limping for six months due to a large growth on his left hind leg and 
was losing weight as each day passed. There was no doubt at the time that Sweet Pea’s tomor-
rows would not be better than his yesterdays.  Sweet Pea had a form of cancer called osteosar-
coma which is an extremely aggressive kind of cancer with a very high mortality rate due to its 
tendency to spread to other organs. In Sweet Pea’s case, it was advanced and may have already 
spread. We had two decisions to make, humanely euthanize him or take our chances and ampu-
tate his leg in hopes of a miracle. We decided on the latter and our next hope was for someone 
to adopt him. In fairness to someone who would consider adopting him we had to inform them 
that it was our opinion that Sweet Pea may not live beyond six months. On May 12, 2015 a vol-
unteer who heard of Sweet Pea’s story decided to adopt Sweet Pea and give him a loving home, 
even if it was for only six months. Sweet Pea went home to Kevin and Nancy and they can tell you the rest of the story in their 
own words. 

“Words cannot even begin to express how blessed we are to have Rudy aka Sweet Pea as part of our family. He has brought so 
much joy, laughter, and purpose into our lives. He loves snuggling on the couch and in bed, sunbathing on the deck, running 
through the sprinkler in the yard and going for long walks with his brother Rondo. He truly is the sweetest soul despite the 
hand he was dealt (as well as the pesky Beagle brother he didn’t ask for!!) We absolutely adore him. He has honestly rescued 
us and made our family complete…”  

Whenever you feel all hope is lost, it’s special people like Kevin and Nancy who come along and remind us that  we should never 
give up hope regardless of how dark it is in our lives or the lives of pets in shelters who have little chances of finding a forever, 
loving home. Rudy is now living the sweet life and going on ten months post surgery with no signs of slowing down. 

Sweet Pea 

Roo 



Elf/EeyoreElf/EeyoreElf/Eeyore 

Elf’s story is a sad one but has a happy ending. He was secluded on a 
south county farm, hidden from view in a small ten by ten stall in a di-
lapidated barn with a partially collapsed roof. His owner was an elderly 
man in his 80’s who had fallen on hard times as a result of family trage-
dies. By chance, a woman who frequented the farm to get some fertilizer 
heard a donkey braying and followed the sound to the barn and saw Elf.  
She was appalled by the condition of his overgrown hooves and so con-
cerned that she took pictures and forwarded them to the RISPCA. After 
viewing the photos it was quite evident that an investigation was immi-
nent. We visited Elf and found the situation totally unacceptable. After a 
lengthy discussion with the owner, he relinquished Elf over to the 
RISPCA. His hooves were so overgrown that he had great difficulty in 
waking. He was transported to Horse Play Equine Rescue and prepara-
tions were made for corrective hoof restoration. This procedure re-
quired general anesthesia, radiographs and radical hoof trimming. A 
team of two veterinarians, a veterinary technician and a farrier was as-
sembled to undertake the task of trimming Elf’s hooves from 27 inches 
to 4 inches. The entire procedure took over two hours and when Elf 
recovered from anesthesia he was able to walk normally for the first 
time in years. Elf was put up for adoption and now lives on a 20 acre 
farm in West Greenwich roaming the pastures with his friends. His 
name was changed to Eeyore. There are many people to thank in mak-
ing this story have a happy ending. The RISPCA thanks Denise Anthony, 
Deidre Sharpe, Horse Play Equine Rescue, John Windsor, Jessica Smith, 
Dr. Anne J. Schwartz and Mr. Warton who adopted Eeyore. 

“Eeyore is a wonderful Donkey. He is very friendly with children and he 
prefers women over men. He is very gentle except when he thinks one 
of his stable mates might grab his carrot, he is also thankful when he 
gets attention in his stall. He is sound and happy. We can find no residual damage that might have been caused by his total 
lack of hoof care. He is an easy keeper. He can be quite vocal when he wants to be. Everyone loves him.” 

 

A Gold Medal AdoptionA Gold Medal AdoptionA Gold Medal Adoption 

Janet adopted Mink who lives with her at an assisted living facility. Janet told us she 
adores Mink and he is wonderful company and keeps her young at 89 years of age… 

Janet Moreau ( Stone) was the first Rhode Islander to win an Olympic Games Gold Medal. 
She won a gold medal with her team in the 4x100-meter relay in the 1952 Helinski 
Games, beating the heavily favored Australians to establish a world record in the event. 
Moreau was a national champion in the fifty-yard dash, the 220-yard dash, the standing 
long jump (five times), and the 4x100-yard relay. In 1948, the Pawtucket native had been 
junior national swimming cham-
pion in the 100-yard freestyle. Her 
career began at Pawtucket’s East 
High School ( Tolman), when she 
was chosen to compete at a state-
wide meet at McCoy Stadium. 

Coach Arthur Nooney selected her from the swim team and coached her 
to winning the 50-yard dash. At the time, that made her the fastest girl in 
Rhode Island. Nooney continued to coach her through high school before 
she went on to Boston University and was coached by Frank Sherman of 
Rhode Island College. By 1951, she was a member of the U.S. National 
4x100-relay team , winning the Pan-Am Games in Argentina. At the time 
of the 1952 games, she was a gym teacher in Pawtucket. Winning a spot in 
the team was a huge accomplishment.   

Winners of the 1952 Olympic Gold Medal in the 4x100 meter relay 

Left to Right: Catherine Hardy, Janet Moreau, Barbara Jones, Mae Faggs 

Janet and Mink 

Elf/Eeyore 

Elf/Eeyore 
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In memory of Leonard J. Clarke - 4th Anniversary 

A special thank you for your supportA special thank you for your supportA special thank you for your support   

This page is dedicated to all of you who have supported our mission through your donations and 
support. Speaking on behalf of those who cannot speak for themselves, I am sure they would tell 
you that your support has made a difference in a life. All of us at the RISPCA appreciate your com-
mitment and dedication to the welfare of all creatures great and small who come to our doors for 
safe refuge.  

Unknown to many, the RISPCA is a private 501(c)3 non-profit society with no local, state or fed-
eral assistance and has no affiliation with the ASPCA headquartered in New York. We depend 
solely on friends like you who believe in our mission to safeguard the well being of all animals and 
advocate for the rights and humane treatment of those who have no voice through legislative, 
educational and investigative means.  

You can take pride in knowing that the stories in this issue would never have had a happy ending had it not been for your gener-
ous support. Each and every one of you made a difference in the lives of those whose stories are told. 

 INDI who was discarded at our doors, so severely abused and neglected that it took 5 years for him to walk again.  

 JAZ was left behind by her owner after 13 years with little chance of being adopted but found a forever home and at 
17 year of age she will never be given up again. 

 MAX lived a life far from his natural habitat and suffered the consequences of neglect by 4 different owners until he 
found refuge at the RISPCA who placed him at Roger Williams Zoo to live out his life in the hands of those who care. 

 ALICE was unable to walk more than a few steps because of her obesity. She weighed 27 pounds. We kept her for 
over 6 months on a strict diet and exercise program. Today she weighs 13 pounds and sends her best from Missouri. 

 ROO was brutally beaten by his owner to the extent that he lost his right hind leg due to multiple fractures from the 
trauma. Your support helped with his medical costs and rehabilitation. He found a loving home in South County. 

 SWEET PEA was only given 6 months to live after his cancer was diagnosed. His homeless owner could no longer 
keep him due to his medical issue. With a poor prognosis we took the chance and had his right hind leg amputated 
because you were there to help. 10 months have passed and Sweet Pea, renamed Rudy, is hard to keep up with. 

 EEYORE was found in a dilapidated shed with hooves so over grown he had difficulty taking a few steps and was in 
constant pain. A team was assembled to address the problem and today he roams beautiful pastures with friends. 

Thank you, once again for supporting the RISPCA and the sick, injured, abused , neglected, aged and forgotten animals in our 
care. Through your donations lives are saved and hope is possible. 

E.J. Finocchio, D.V.M.  
President, Rhode Island SPCA 

Taylor raised money and collected donations for the RISPCA! Twin River employees collected donations and donated $1,000! 



               MosesMosesMoses 

The story about Moses, an 
aged Rhodesian Ridgeback 
dog who was allegedly de-
prived of medical treatment 
by his owner for a chronic 
medical condition which led 
to his death, has evoked the 
interest of thousands of con-
cerned animal advocates. Over two hundred people gathered at the RISPCA to express 
their concern about changing existing law, making this type of neglect in which an ani-
mal’s death is directly or indirectly the result of its owner taking no action to alleviate 
pain and suffering a felony. It was decided at the meeting to draft a petition calling for 
lawmakers to address our concerns. Little did we know at that gathering how passion-
ately people would become in gathering signatures to be presented to our law makers. 
In the short period of three months over 13,000 signatures and addresses where pro-
cured by an army of volunteers who spent countless hours gathering signatures from 

family, friends and strangers. I have been told that there has never been such an outpouring of concern for a cause as indicated 
by the number of signatures obtained. A bill will be introduced in the upcoming legislative 
session asking our elected representatives to change the law. Hopefully they will hear our 
voices as one and bring justice to those who cannot speak for themselves. Thank you to all 
who followed his story. Moses was humanely put to rest on September 2, 2015 at the 
RISPCA. His last day was spent with caring people who made him as comfortable as possible. 

At this writing, this case is still in litigation which restricts us from giving any information which may jeopardize the out-
come. It should also be stated that a person is innocent until proven guilty under the laws of our land.  

Rhode Island SPCA Yard Sale Rhode Island SPCA Yard Sale Rhode Island SPCA Yard Sale ---   Saturday, May 21st Saturday, May 21st Saturday, May 21st    
We will be  holding a yard sale at the shelter on Saturday, May 21st. All proceeds will benefit the Rhode Island SPCA. We will 

have collars and leashes, jackets, pet beds, crates, dog and cat toys and more available for sale!   

RI Animal Cruelty LawsRI Animal Cruelty LawsRI Animal Cruelty Laws   
The Animal Legal Defense Fund (ALDF), the premiere legal organization for animals, released it’s 10th An-
nual year-end report (2015), ranking the animal protection laws of all 50 states.  

The RISPCA has been an advocate for the well being of all animals since 1870. One of our missions is to 
protect the safety of all creatures great and small in our state. As the only humane society in the state of RI 
with state wide animal cruelty investigative powers we see much of what others do not. This has enabled 
us to work closely with elected officials in drafting animal cruelty laws. The state of RI has been ranked as 
the 7th best state with animal protection laws in the USA by the ALDF in 2015. This is an honor all of us 
should be very proud of. Much credit goes to the citizens of RI and the elected officials that pass bills en-
suring the safety and well being of those who cannot speak for themselves. 

Moses 

Over 13,000 signed petitions 

Meeting of concerned citizens at the Rhode Island SPCA 

Protesting outside 4th District Court 
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Upcoming Rhode Island SPCA EventsUpcoming Rhode Island SPCA EventsUpcoming Rhode Island SPCA Events   

Annual Hearts & Paws Pasta Dinner: Friday, April 1, 2016. Tickets are $15 each and sell-out 

weeks in advance every year. Contact Jim at jmcgee@rispca.com for more info. 

RISPCA Raffle: Tickets are enclosed so purchase yours today for a chance to win! Winners will be 

notified on May 30, 2016. 

RISPCA Horse Ride Fundraisers at Goddard State Park: contact turtlerockfarm@aol.com or visit 

www.rispca.com for more information. 

 Sunday, May 1st - Trail Ride  

 Sunday, July 24th - Versatility Event 

 Sunday, October 16th - Versatility Event 

RISPCA Yard Sale: May 21st 2016 

Marvin Memorial Walk for Animals: Save the Date! August 27, 2016 


