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Avoid Pet $CAM$
Emotion is defined as a mental state of mind that arises spontaneously rather than through a thoughtful conscious effort.
Societal concerns about unwanted or abused animals evoke our emotions and often times lead us to take actions that
come from the heart, not the mind. Unfortunately there are many so-called ill reputed rescues that flood the social media
on a daily basis with stories of abused and unwanted animals that need to be adopted so as to prevent them from being
humanely euthanized. Their motive is to prey on our emotions and make us feel guilty if we do nothing. They show sorrowful pictures of caged dogs and litters of motherless puppies beckoning for forever homes. They are experts in conveying
their message, for example:
*** 10 PRECIOUS LIVES HANG IN THE BALANCE *** Please share them now and widely, or foster or adopt yourself. For
complete information on any of the pups you are interested in, click on their individual poster in this TBK folder. You can
PM our page for assistance! The killing starts early afternoon, January 9, 2017.

On any given day, there are thousands of pets being offered by individuals on Craigslist who are street vendors. They breed
them in their backyards, purchase them from other social media outlets and flip them as you would a house for a profit to
kind hearted individuals who believe the stories. Dogs from 3rd world shelters from states that have little concern for over
population and consent to euthanization rather than address the issue of over population has created a consortium of individuals who find the dogs, advertize them, transport them and adopt them out for a fee, often times in the hundreds of
dollars. In populations such as ours in Rhode Island that have kinder and gentler feelings for pets, all we are doing is enabling them to continue the practice so long as we support their endeavor. The RISPCA advocates controlling over population and finding good homes for those who are homeless and abused. We have no qualms with reputable individuals, rescues or breeders that deliver a healthy, safe dog to a family and we support them 100%. Finding homes for these lost souls
is paramount and we give five paws up to those who do it the right way. Our only concern is that we would like to see more
adoptions take place from Rhode Island shelters first. Needless to say we are totally opposed to pet stores selling puppies
that originate from puppy mills.
The intent of this article is to enlighten you of the pit falls that one could encounter by acting hastily from your heart. We
encourage you to adopt, not shop and give a homeless pet a forever home. By not seriously mulling over the recommendations listed in this newsletter meant to be a safe guide to adopting a dog you could become a victim of emotional and financial trauma.
To follow are some unfortunate stories brought to our attention which took place this past year in which we were involved
to some degree.
E.J. Finocchio, D.V.M.
President, Rhode Island SPCA
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Horatio
Horatio—
—August 2016
We received a call from a distraught person who purchased a 7 week old puppy advertised on
Craigslist from a complete stranger. The puppy was listed for $900.00. She was told to meet the
seller in the Wendy’s parking lot next to Hasbro Children’s Hospital with cash in hand. Fortunately
the transaction took place uneventfully and the exchange was made. Unknown to the buyer, the
seller was a convicted felon. Unfortunately, the puppy died one week later. We followed up on the
advertisement anonymously and told the seller we were interested in buying one of the puppies
advertised. We were told the same story, $900.00 in cash and meet at Wendy’s. Shortly after noon,
a young man showed up with the puppy and a three year old child. Questions were asked about the
puppy’s age, breed, vaccination history, breeder, etc. All questions were answered but no documentation. With further
questioning, the story began to change from his mother being the breeder to him having bought the puppy from a New
Jersey puppy mill. At this time we identified ourselves as RISPCA agents. He further confessed that he had no medical records or a health certificate that is required to enter the state. He was informed that he could be in violation of state importation laws at which time he told us to take the puppy and stated, “I do not want to get in trouble with the law.” When
asked to present identification, the name on the document he presented us was different than the one he posted on
Craigslist. We asked to see his driver’s license and he told us he did not have one. At this time we summoned the police
officer in a parking lot across the street that we requested to be at the location prior to making the arrangement with the
seller. The officer arrived asked some questions to the suspect and impounded his vehicle after being informed of our findings and took over the case. Our main objective was to secure the puppy. The take home message is to avoid at all costs
putting yourself in harm’s way and getting ripped off by unscrupulous individuals you have no knowledge of. Horatio was
adopted out and truly has a forever home.

Amelia
Amelia—
—November 2016
On Wednesday morning, November 3, 2016 a young lady from Warwick came to the RISPCA with
a 8-9 week old female puppy that she purchased off of Craigslist. She saw an ad for a puppy on
Craigslist that stated the owner could no longer keep the puppy and was only asking $400.00 in
cash and to contact them if interested. She did and was told to meet the seller in the parking lot
of Home Depot in Natick, Massachusetts. Of course she took the bait and drove from Warwick to
Natick alone to meet the seller and after some discussion offered the person $200.00 and the
deal was struck. She brought the puppy back to RI and took it to a veterinarian because she was concerned about the puppy's bloated abdomen. The
veterinary exam revealed the puppy had some medical issues and had three different internal parasites, Roundworms, Coccidia and Hookworms. She also had a vaccination record from the seller which
we traced to Texas and Oklahoma. The official looking document was photo-shopped with a fictitious
vaccination and de-worming history. Since Hookworms are not common in our area but are in those
two states, chances are the puppy was transported to Massachusetts from a puppy mill. Due to the
puppy's condition, she felt she could not afford the cost and relinquished the puppy to the RISPCA.
The puppy was purchased as a companion for her 7 year old daughter and due to the veterinarian’s
report, she feared the worst and did not want her daughter’s first experience with a puppy to be a
tragic one. The name on the Craigslist post was Cornelius Smith with the contact number 857-2010140. Attempts to contact Mr. Smith have been unsuccessful. Amelia was fostered out and treated for
her internal parasites and other medical conditions which took a good month to rectify. She was
adopted out to a family over the Christmas Season and is doing fine. You can see the emotional adoption on Youtube at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TOHw-7R-XS0&feature=youtu.be
Amelia’s story made the news on Channel 10 in hopes of forewarning people of these puppy scams. See story below.

Unnamed Puppy
Puppy—
—October 29, 2016
Amelia’s story on the news caught the attention of Shannon L. She had seen the same ad on Craigslist and ventured up to
Natick, Massachusetts on Saturday, October 29th to purchase a puppy in the same parking lot. It just so happened that the
individual who sold her the puppy matched the description of the person who would sell Amelia four days later. The price
was $400.00 in cash which Shannon handed to Mr. Smith. Shannon had noticed the puppy was lethargic in the parking lot
and asked Mr. Smith if that was right. His answer was that he had just fed the puppy and that is how they are after they
eat. He went on to tell her he could not keep the puppy because they did not allow dogs in his new apartment. The unnamed puppy never got to have a name because it died on Sunday in the arms of Shannon’s 10 year old son. She stated
that she called the number posted on Craigslist and the phone had been disconnected.

Ben
Ben—
—July 19, 2016
According to Susan M. B. she saw Ben’s picture on Oh My Dog’s Facebook page, paid
$25 dollars to submit an application and paid the $1,050.00 adoption fee to Broken Tail
Foster and Rescue, a rescue located in Lincoln, RI. Susan was told that the rescue was
on a rescue mission to the south, stopped at a gas station in Kentucky where they found
a laundry basket of puppies for sale, purchased them and brought them back to RI. Over
the course of a few months, Ben developed numerous medical issues which ultimately
resulted in him being euthanized. Susan spent a total of $4,233.08 trying to save Ben’s
life. According to RIGL (4-25-1), a seller of dogs operating as a non-profit organization is
exempt from the no guarantees provisions of the law. The only guarantee protecting
the buyer from such an organization would have to be in a written contract between
the seller and the buyer. Ben had medical issues that were evident early on to Susan, a puppy trainer and a veterinarian.
In regard to this adoption, it has also been reported by the State of Rhode Island in a Notice of Violation to Broken Tail Foster and Rescue in Dec. 2016 that they were in violation of the Rules and Regulations Governing Animal Care Facilities and
Importation of Domestic Animals. Ben came into Rhode Island with no veterinary
certificate of health which is required that might have shed some light on his
medical issue had a veterinarian examined him prior to importation. When
adopting from any rescue you should always check to see that the rescue is licensed with the state and that they can provide you with a legitimate health certificate and medical records from the place of origin and hopefully offer some
time framed guarantee. Paying an application fee and an adoption fee of over
$1000.00 for a puppy with no pedigree or medical documentation prior to entering the state should be cause for concern to anyone.
Notice of Violation to Broken Tail Foster and Rescue was issued after Ben had been purchased. Ben was vaccinated and checked by a veterinarian after imported to RI.
The state has placed fines and restrictions on Broken Tail Rescue that could result in the loss of their license to operate as a rescue.

Must Love Dogs
Dogs—
—NYC Dogs
Dogs—
—January 13, 2017
Must Love Dogs a New York Rescue with an elaborate Facebook page
strives to save the lives of dogs in desperate need of finding a new home.
No one can complain about that. Their Facebook page shows beautiful
pictures of the dogs accompanied by their unfortunate stories. What is
most notable is the headline in capital letters before every story, “TO BE
KILLED ON (a date IN NYC). On January 13, they listed 7 dogs with their
information and stated that all would be KILLED on January 14th, the day
after posted if not adopted or fostered out.
A death list on their Facebook page is posted almost daily with the same
scenario. They charge a fee for the dogs who will be euthanized on a
given day if not adopted or fostered out. Their plight is enormous and we sympathize and applaud their efforts. There approach to adoption is what should be of concern. What appears to be emotionally triggered is their presentation to a person perusing their Facebook page. It makes one wonder if a person overwhelmed by their presentation acts out of emotion
and adopts one of their poor souls. Adopting governed by emotion rarely turns out favorably.

We would like to thank all of our donors for their support as together
we continue to “speak for those who cannot speak for themselves.”

Broken Promises
Promises—
—November 2016
Pat B. saw and ad on Facebook about a 10 week old female Shih-Tzu puppy in Texas. The owner had just
relocated in Dallas due to her husband’s job and put the puppy up for adoption. The ad stated the puppy
came with all necessary papers, was micro chipped with the number ISO 10586 and would be accompanied
by a health certificate. The puppy would be transported by “the experienced pet moving specialist at ANIMAL MOVERS….the IATA air cargo agency.” The ad continues to say that ANIMAL MOVERS is registered with the USDA and
regulated by the Animal Welfare Act. The puppy was free but the transportation cost would be $160.00. Payment was to be
made by Western Union to Animal Movers. Pat transferred the $160.00 to an address in Maryland to Mr. Travis Cooper on
December 2, 2016. Pat was told the puppy would be shipped that afternoon from Dallas. On December 3, 2016, Pat received
an email from the courier, (Express Pet Courier) stating that the puppy was in Ohio and needed a temperature controlled
crate at the cost of $650.00. Pat refused to pay the $650.00 but after conversing with the owner over several days paid
$130.00 on December 5, 2016 that they agreed upon. The owner asked her to transfer the money to an account in Cameroon, Africa. The seller and courier convinced her they had an account there. On December 6, 2016 still no puppy. On December 7, 2016, Pat received an email from the courier asking $400.00 for insurance. She contacted Mrs. Angela Hopkins and the
courier and told them the deal was off. Pat was continuously called by Mrs. Hopkins asking for the insurance money and told
her the puppy would stay where it was unless she paid the $400.00. As of December 8, 2016 Pat has not heard from either.
Many of these scammers use legitimate names of organizations that transport animals etc. Refer to this site to read more
about how they operate: http://pet-express.com/plan/beware-pet-travel-scams/
This story is rife with red flags that should be quite obvious but then again emotion is very convincing. These unscrupulous
dealers are experts in their trade and very conniving. Some may say it’s Pat’s fault for falling for such a scam, not true because we see it here far too often. Kind hearted, good intended people wanting to do the right thing and give a dog a home.
Pat’s experience should be a lesson to all of us. There were too many red flags waving that we refused to acknowledge.
How to Avoid Being Scammed:
1. Never buy a pet you haven’t met in person.
2. Always visit the rescue group, breeder or shelter where the pet is.
3. Pick the pet up at a rescue, breeders or shelter and never at a random location such as a parking lot.
4. Never send Western Union payments and be cautious if seller only asks for cash. Never send a deposit.
5. Always ask for references and veterinary contact.
6. Ask if there are any return policies in writing and if any guarantees come with sale.
7. Never adopt due to emotion.
8. Avoid social media advertisements for the most part.
9. Never pay to fill out an adoption application.
10. Avoid buying puppies sold in pet stores that originate from puppy mills.
Granted it may seem a bother following the above guidelines but in the end you will be spared of emotional and financial
distress if you do. Hopefully your story won’t be featured in one of our newsletters.

Jokes


Did you know that dolphins are so smart that within a few weeks of captivity, they can train people to stand on the
very edge of the pool and throw them fish?



I have never understood why women love cats. Cats are independent, they don't listen, they don't come in when you
call, they like to stay out all night, and when they're home they like to be left alone and sleep. In other words, every
quality that women hate in a man, they love in a cat.



The reason a dog has so many friends is that he wags his tail instead of his tongue.

Rhode Island Animal Cruelty Laws
The Animal Legal Defense Fund (ALDF), The premiere legal organization for animals, released its 11th
Annual year-end report (2016) ranking the animal protection laws of all 50 states.
The RISPCA has been an advocate for the well being of all creatures great and small since 1870.One of
our mission objectives is to protect the safety of all animals in our state. As the only humane society in
the state of RI with state wide animal cruelty investigative powers we see much of what others do not.
This has enabled us to work closely with elected officials in drafting animal cruelty laws. The state has
been ranked as the 5th BEST STATE in 2016 with animal protection laws in the USA. Last year we were
ranked 7th. This is an honor all of us should be very proud of. Much credit goes to the citizens of RI whose voices were
heard by elected officials who took action. As quoted in the ALDF report," Rhode Island broke into the "Best Five" in 2016,
in part, by passing a new felony animal cruelty provision for first time offenders, triggered when cruelty results in the animal's death, and increasing penalties for malicious injury to an animal." This was the result of the Moses case where over
13,000 signatures were gathered in favor of the bill drafted by the RISPCA and introduced by Rep. Pat Serpa and her colleagues. Your voices spoke for those who cannot speak.

Pets in Need Veterinary Clinic
To many Rhode Islanders, the cost of quality veterinary care is out of reach for the elderly, disabled or low income pet owners who are often left with nowhere to turn when
their pets are in need of medical attention. The RI Society for the Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals and The RI Veterinary Medical Association’s Companion Animal Foundation
have partnered together to assist these underserved pet owners by providing affordable veterinary services at the Pets In Need Veterinary Clinic located at 40 Amaral Street
in East Providence. The Pets In Need Clinic is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization and fullservice veterinary clinic that offers high quality medical and surgical services for pets of
eligible elderly, disabled, and low-income pet owners at discounted prices. The Pets In
Need Clinic is fully staffed with a dedicated staff who have years of experience in animal
welfare. Our goal is to maintain the human/animal bond which is so important in the lives of many pet owners.
The Pets In Need Clinic offers the same services as most primary care veterinary clinics, such as wellness care including vaccines, heartworm testing, deworming, and flea/tick preventatives as well as radiography, dentistry, and surgery. This is not
a free clinic; eligibility will be explained by the clinic staff when
calling to make an appointment, although emergency and lifethreatening cases will be treated regardless of eligibility. Payment is necessary at the time of services in order to be able to
continue to help others in need.

Rhode Island SPCA Raffle
The Rhode Island SPCA’s annual raffle runs from March 1, 2017 to May 31, 2017. The funds raised through the raffle are
vital to supporting our mission. Tickets are enclosed so purchase yours today for a chance to win! Prizes include: $500 cash,
dinner for two at the Hotel Viking in Newport (gratuity and drinks not included), $100 worth of lottery scratch tickets and a
wine basket. Winners will be notified on May 31, 2017. Tickets are $5 each or a sheet of 5 tickets for $20. All proceeds support the animals at the Rhode Island SPCA!

Cynthia Clay Fund Established at the Rhode Island SPCA
The Rhode Island Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals was grateful to receive a very generous bequest from the estate of the late Cynthia Clay. Her generous
gift will create a lasting legacy, allowing the RISPCA to continue our mission of giving
animals a second chance and helping bring justice against those who abuse them.
Cynthia was a great lover of animals and friend of the Rhode Island SPCA. She began
volunteering at the RISPCA in 2009 and spent countless hours working with the cats at
the shelter. She visited the cats two days a week and rarely missed a day. Her warmth
and presence at the Rhode Island SPCA is sincerely missed by everyone at the shelter.
In her memory, the Cynthia Clay Fund has been established at the Rhode Island SPCA
to provide ongoing support for the Society. Her gift will be memorialized at the RISPCA
with the construction of a glass enclosed cat exercise room where volunteers can interact with the cats.

The Marvin Fund
The Marvin Fund was established in 2003 to assist pets in need of
medical attention owned by financial burdened owners. Over the
past 14 years the fund has assisted over 4,500 pets who would not
have received medical assistant had it not been for the Marvin Fund.
Your support of this fund through your donations has made it possible for these pets to remain with their owners, the majority being the
elderly, disabled, veterans and homeless. These pets are often times
the only companion in their lives and helping these pets is essential in
maintaining the human/animal bond that is so important in their

Marvin’s Friends Monthly Giving Club
The Marvin’s Friends Monthly Giving Club is a group of dedicated individuals like you who make monthly gifts to the Rhode
Island SPCA. These contributions provide the reliable financial support necessary to give the animals awaiting adoption the
second chance they deserve. We invite you to become a member today to make a difference in the lives of animals every
month of the year.
You determine the amount of your monthly gift and we charge your credit card each month. You will receive a monthly
receipt via email and an annual giving summary at the end of the year. If you prefer to make your gift by check, we will provide you with a 12 month supply of envelopes and a pledge sheet. To enroll, visit our secure website: www.rispca.com. For
questions or additional information, please contact us at jmcgee@rispca.com or (401) 438-8150, x3. The animals thank you
for your monthly support!

Support the RISPCA with Amazon Smile
Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible Amazon Smile purchases to the
charitable organization of your choice. Amazon Smile is an easy way to support
the Rhode Island SPCA, at no cost to you. Simply go to smile.amazon.com and
shop as you normally would. At checkout, choose the Rhode Island Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals as the charity you’d like to support. You’ll find
the same products, prices and shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the
added bonus of helping the animals at the RISPCA!
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Upcoming Rhode Island SPCA Events
Annual Hearts & Paws Pasta Dinner: Friday, March 24, 2017. Tickets are $18 each and sell-out
weeks in advance every year. Contact Jim at jmcgee@rispca.com for more info.
Jewelry Party Fundraiser: Touchstone Crystal by Swarovski Jewelry Party to benefit the RISPCA
on April 8, 2017
RISPCA Raffle: Tickets are enclosed so purchase yours today for a chance to win! Winners will be
notified on May 31, 2017.
RISPCA Horse Ride Fundraisers at Goddard State Park: contact turtlerockfarm@aol.com or visit
www.rispca.com for more info.
- May 7, 2017
- September 10, 2017 - October 15, 2017
Marvin Memorial Walk for the Animals: Date to be announced

...we hope to see you there!

